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created SCRIE (Senior Citizens Rent Increase
Exemption), which has helped low income
seniors remain in their homes. Additionally, he
was a prime sponsor of EPIC, New York’s
prescription drug buy plan, which has helped
thousands of elderly new Yorkers pay for nec-
essary medication.

Assemblyman Butler has been extremely
active in civic affairs and has worked along-
side local community activists on a wide range
of issues, working to improve educational and
youth programs, and increase local police
presence. His caring guidance and enthu-
siasm have truly made this neighborhood a
more pleasant place to live and work.

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the Greater Astoria Historical Society and sa-
luting them for selecting Denis Butler as the
2003 Honorary Mayor of Long Island City.
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TRIBUTE TO EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 13, 2002

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Epworth United Methodist
Church, a treasured Bronx institution and a
historic house of worship that celebrated its
Centennial anniversary November 10, 2002.
Appropriately, the theme of their celebration
was ‘‘We’ve Come This Far By Faith.’’

Mr. Speaker, Epworth United Methodist
Church was founded at the turn of the century
in the heart of the South Bronx. People from
all walks of life have filled its pews throughout
the past century and as a result, it has be-
come an invaluable part of the Bronx’s history.
Located on Concourse Village East, the
church stands as a beacon of faith and rich
history.

Throughout its 100 years of existence,
Epworth United has been a model of excel-
lence with its numerous and far-reaching com-
munity programs. Not only are Bronx residents
able to come to Epworth United for spiritual
enrichment and fellowship, they can come to
the church for assistance with life’s daily trials.
The church is especially proud of its large and
active youth congregation.

Mr. Speaker, Epworth United provides food
and clothing to anyone who may need them.
Its dedicated staff and clergy also run an after-
school tutorial and a summer day camp for
young people. The church also awards college
scholarships to outstanding youth throughout
the city.

For the past century, countless Bronx resi-
dents have found solace and aid within the
walls of Epworth United Methodist Church. I
hope that all of my esteemed colleagues will
join me in honoring this sacred and historic in-
stitution on its centennial anniversary.
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CONGRATULATING JACK STONE AS
2002 AGRICULTURIST OF THE YEAR

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 13, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Jack Stone for receiving

the 2002 Agriculturist of the Year Award at the
Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce
Awards Luncheon in Fresno, California on No-
vember 13, 2002. This lifetime achievement
award is given annually to an individual who
exemplifies leadership and integrity in the
Central Valley’s agricultural business commu-
nity.

Jack Stone graduated from the University of
California, Davis. In 1940, he began farming
and later sold his farm in order to serve his
country for four years as a Captain in the
Army Corps of Engineers. In 1946, Jack
began to farm again on undeveloped Central
Valley land and then organized the J.G. Stone
Land Company two years later. Jack has
served as President of the Westlands Water
District, the National Cotton Council, the West-
ern Cotton Growers Association, and formerly
served as chairman of the Producers Steering
Committee of the National Cotton Council. He
currently serves as a California Farm Water
Coalition Board Member.

Jack is a second-generation farmer special-
izing in cotton, grains, and a half dozen other
field crops on 6,000 acres in the Stratford and
Lemoore areas in Central California. He has
always worked for the interests of young farm-
ers by supporting the development of the agri-
culture program at Coalinga’s West Hills Col-
lege, and by being a steadfast supporter of
the cotton program and judging contests at the
California State University, Fresno campus.
Jack has also consistently fought for develop-
ment of an adequate, reliable, and affordable
water supply for California. Today, much of
J.G. Stone Land Company’s daily activities are
run by Jack’s son, Bill, and his grandchildren,
though Jack remains the patriarch of the four-
generation farming operation.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Jack Stone for earning the 2002 Agriculturist
of the Year Award. I urge my colleagues to
join me in wishing Jack Stone many years of
continued success.
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A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
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HON. ROBERT W. NEY
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 13, 2002

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Tammy
Sanderson has devoted herself to serving oth-
ers through her work at the Carroll County De-
partment of Human Services; and

Whereas, Tammy Sanderson has shared
her time and talent with the community in
which she resides; and

Whereas, Tammy Sanderson has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges
with enthusiasm, confidence and outstanding
service; and

Whereas, Tammy Sanderson must be com-
mended for the hard work and dedication she
put forth in her 30 year career of service with
the county;

Therefore, I join with the Department of job
and Family Services and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District in congratulating Tammy
Sanderson on her retirement.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SERENA
JANE SWENK

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 13, 2002
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is deep sad-

ness that I recognize the life and passing of
Serena Jane Swenk of Dolores, Colorado.
Mrs. Swenk passed away in October, and as
her family mourns her loss, I would like to pay
tribute to her life and the wonderful memories
she has left behind.

Serena was born in Dolores, Colorado on
October 3, 1916. The granddaughter of one of
Colorado’s original pioneering families, her
great-grandparents were among the first that
came to settle in the area known today as
Montezuma County. Serena loved the land
and took full advantage of her rural upbring-
ing, spending her childhood afternoons riding
and herding sheep.

Serena attended school in the lower valley
of Montezuma County and in Dolores, where
she graduated from high school in 1934. She
was an avid reader, scholar and artist, never
missing an opportunity to open a book, re-
search historical events, or paint a majestic
Colorado landscape. Serena was also a very
capable homemaker and loved to arrange holi-
day get togethers where she would cook for
the entire family.

Despite a busy life on the ranch, Serena still
found the time to remain active in her commu-
nity. She spent countless hours serving in
many community clubs and organizations, in-
cluding the Order of Eastern Star, South-
western Colorado Cowbelles, Daughters of the
American Revolution, and the 4–H. It was for
these efforts that Serena received many
awards throughout her life including, 4–H
Leader of the Year, Southwestern Colorado
Cowbelle of the Year, and Mancos Days Pio-
neer Queen.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I
recognize the life and passing of Serena Jane
Swenk before this body of Congress and this
nation. I extend my sincere condolences to
her two sons David and Larry, and her many
grandchildren. Serena was one of our state’s
true pioneers; she lived her life with great en-
thusiasm, courage and compassion, and was
an inspiration to all who knew her.
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TRIBUTE TO JOE WARNER

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 13, 2002
Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to pay tribute to the life of a dear, close
friend of mine Joe Warner, who tragically
passed away in a plane crash shortly after
takeoff on July 22, 2002.

Many of our nation’s greatest servants si-
lently and humbly transform communities out
of the goodness of their hearts, selfless gen-
erosity, and a dedication to improving the wel-
fare of loved ones and those whom they have
never met. Joe Warner was one of these serv-
ants, and he serves as an inspiration to us all.

Joe was born on July 3, 1942 in DeKalb, Illi-
nois to Paul and Doris Walkey Warner. He at-
tended Northern Illinois University and re-
ceived his NMA from the University of Illinois.
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Joe then went on to become President and
CEO of Heritage Enterprises, a longterm care
corporation, located in Bloomington, Illinois.

The elderly of Illinois have greatly benefited
from the leadership and dedication that Joe
continuously displayed throughout his life.
Whether it was in his capacity as President
and CEO of Heritage Enterprises or the Presi-
dent of the Illinois Health Care Association,
Joe tirelessly advocated on behalf of Illinois’
seniors to ensure they were afforded the high-
est quality of care.

Not only have Illinois’ elderly lost a friend
and advocate, but our youth have as well.
Prior to his passing, Joe had taken on the role
of planner and fundraiser for the $3 Million
Challenger Learning Center, which will be an
educational site for children to focus on study-
ing math and science.

Joe Warner was involved in scores of orga-
nizations and knew the importance of invest-
ment in his community. He also knew the im-
portance of investing in his family, and was a
great husband and father to his wife, Rose
Stadel, and their two children Jeff and Jen-
nifer. The memory of Joe Warner will continue
through his numerous contributions to his
community. On July 22nd, Illinois lost a re-
spected and admired friend. He will be
missed. I ask you, my colleagues, to rise
today in salute of the rich legacy Joe Warner
has left behind.
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TRIBUTE TO FRANK MATTAROCCI

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, November 13, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
enthusiasm that I rise today to pay tribute to
Frank Mattarocci of Pueblo, Colorado. Mr.
Mattarocci is the proud owner of LaTronica’s,
an Italian restaurant that remains very popular
among locals throughout the Pueblo commu-
nity for its delicious food and distinctive atmos-
phere. Today, I would like to recognize the
success which Frank and his family have
achieved in making LaTronica’s an invaluable
part of the life and culture of southern Colo-
rado.

LaTronica’s has remained in Frank’s family
for four generations. The restaurant was first
opened by Frank’s great grandfather, Liberto
‘‘Chief’’ LaTronica, in 1943. Despite a few
modifications, the restaurant still looks almost
exactly the same as when it first opened sixty
years ago. Over the years, the restaurant
changed hands from one generation to the
next, preserving within its walls a rich family
legacy that still remains constant today. Since
the restaurant opened in 1943, it has largely
been a family endeavor. Frank began working
in the restaurant at age ten, cleaning glasses
for his father behind the bar. Today, Frank has
the help of his brother Mark, sister Tari, and
cousin Maggie to ensure that the business
runs smoothly.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize Frank Mattarocci before this body of
Congress and this nation for his enduring
commitment to such a wonderful family res-
taurant. Small businesses like LaTronica’s are

the backbone of our economy, and the heart
of our neighborhoods. Over the years,
LaTronica’s has become a living example of
history and culture, providing the community of
Pueblo with great food, seasoned atmosphere,
and many wonderful memories. I wish Frank
and the rest of the family at LaTronica’s all the
best and good luck in all of their future en-
deavors.
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EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE PAUL D.
WELLSTONE, SENATOR FROM
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 13, 2002

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of the resolution honoring my colleague
and friend, Senator Paul Wellstone of Min-
nesota.

Senator Wellstone was not only a friend of
mine, but also he was a special friend of my
district, the 9th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia. In fact, he had visited my district not
long before the tragic accident. People in my
community embraced Paul for the same rea-
sons so many across country did.

Paul Wellstone was a progressive champion
who truly personified the personal, populist ap-
proach to politics. He was an organizer who
never lost touch with his grass-roots. In fact,
he proved that the support of everyday Ameri-
cans, not huge sums of corporate cash, could
still win elections. He proved that you don’t
have to compromise your beliefs to be suc-
cessful. He proved that passion for beliefs
earns the respect of even one’s biggest oppo-
nent.

Paul Wellstone showed no fear and incred-
ible energy in his approach to fighting for our
shared progressive agenda. He stood alone
as the sole member of the Progressive Cau-
cus in the Senate. He worked tirelessly for the
least among us; often against incredible odds.
Paul was never afraid to speak up and to fight
for his beliefs.

Despite the often-long odds he faced, Sen-
ator Wellstone was an extremely effective and
accomplished Senator. His work on mental
health parity legislation is widely recognized,
and I sincerely hope to have the opportunity to
vote yes on the Wellstone mental health parity
legislation in the very near future. He, along
with the help of his wife Sheila, passed sev-
eral pieces of legislation to prevent domestic
violence and to help its victims.

He worked tirelessly to end the scourge of
homelessness among our nations’ veterans
and to ensure those who served this country
received the health care they were promised
and deserve. As a former educator, he fought
for increases in Head Start, higher education
funding, and better schools for all children in
America, regardless of income. He fought for
seniors and to alleviate the absurd cost of pre-
scription medication. In short: he fought for us
all.

The people of Minnesota, the United States
Congress, the progressive movement, and all

Americans were fortunate to have such a
strong, effective, tireless, and accomplished
leader serving us in the United State Senate.
We will miss him dearly.

And though he is no longer with us, we will
always remember and thank him for his in-
credible service. Now we must honor his
memory by continuing our collective fight to
make his vision of America a reality.

Mr. Speaker, I have attached for the
RECORD a copy of remarks I made in intro-
ducing Paul Wellstone at an event last year.

REPRESENTATIVE LEE’S INTRODUCTION OF SEN-
ATOR WELLSTONE (D–MN) AT 21ST CENTURY
DEMOCRATS DINNER WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28,
2001

As we come together tonight to honor
some amazing populists with Democrats 2000,
now known as 21st Century Democrats, I am
extremely proud to introduce one of the
greatest progressives in Congress—the phe-
nomenal Paul Wellstone.

As many of you know, after more than 20
years of teaching, Paul Wellstone jumped
into the 1990 Minnesota Senate race. He ral-
lied a huge grassroots network of supporters,
got a Green Bus to tour the state, and won
his election. When you are trying to rally
the troops in your state for an election, it’s
easy when you have an amazing, inspira-
tional, progressive leader like Paul
Wellstone. He personifies the personal, popu-
list approach to winning elections. He proves
you need the support of everyday Americans,
not huge sums of corporate cash, to get
elected.

During his tenure in Congress, Senator
Wellstone has been a real leader in progres-
sive causes and has held true to his beliefs.
He is our one and only Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus member in the Senate. He
proves that you don’t have to compromise
your beliefs to be successful. He proves that
your passion for your issues make even your
opponents respect you. Senator Wellstone is
one of the most effective members of the
United States Congress, which is no easy
feat these days and he champions issues few
members will dare to discuss.

Senator Wellstone has been so active and
successful in dealing with so many issues,
but let me take a moment just to commend
him on a few.

He is a tireless supporter of legislation to
ensure mental health parity. He has passed
several pieces of legislation with the help of
his wife Sheila to prevent domestic violence
and to help its victims. His work helping
homeless veterans and on veterans’ health
care has earned him recognition of numerous
veterans’ organizations. As a former educa-
tor, his devotion to education and children’s
issues has led him to fight for increases in
Head Start, higher education funding, and
better schools for all children in America,
regardless of income. He has partnered with
Minnesota seniors to talk about the inter-
national disparities in prescription drug
pricing and to pass legislation to correct this
problem.

And these are just a tiny fraction of his
successes. In short, the people of Minnesota,
the United States Congress, the progressive
movement, and all Americans are so fortu-
nate to have a strong, effective, tireless, ac-
complished leader serving them in Paul
Wellstone.

Senator Wellstone, welcome, and congratu-
lations on this award you are receiving to-
night.
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